Attorney's Docket No. 1032668-000027 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



MAIL STOP IF 

Group Art Unit: 3696 

Examiner: CLEMENT B GRAHAM 

Confirmation No.: 7048 



In re Patent Application of 

Graham O'Donnell et al. 

Application No.: 09/691,175 

Filed: October 19, 2000 

For: CREDIT CARD SYSTEM AND 
METHOD 



REQUEST FOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT OF 

CERTIFIED COPIES OF FOREIGN PRIORITY DOCUMENTS 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Applicants respectfully request that the Office acknowledge receipt of the 
certified copies of the foreign priority documents of the present application. The 
above-identified application was allowed on June 10, 2009. 

The present application is a divisional application of 09/235,836 (the parent 
application), which was filed on January 22, 1999. The present application and the 
parent application each claim the benefit of foreign priority to Irish Application Nos.: 
S98 0458, which was filed on June 16, 1998, S98 0346, which was filed on May 7, 
1998, and S98 0223, which was filed on March 25, 1998. 

The Official Filing Receipt of the present application is submitted herewith as 
Attachment A. As evidenced in the Official Filing Receipt, the Office acknowledged 
Applicants' claim of foreign priority to the above-identified Irish applications. 
However, the Office has not yet acknowledged receipt of the certified copies of the 
foreign priority documents. 

Certified copies of the above-identified Irish foreign priority documents were 
submitted in the parent application on November 2, 2000, under cover of a paper 
entitled "Claim for Convention Priority," a copy of which is submitted herewith as 
Attachment B. 

Buchanan Ingersoil A Rooney pc 

Attorneys & Government Relations Professionals 



Application No.: 09/691,175 
Attorney Docket No.: 1032668-000027 

In a Notice of Allowability issued by the Office on March 13, 2001 in 
connection with the parent application, the Office acknowledged receipt of the 
certified copies of the three Irish priority applications. A copy of the Notice of 
Allowability is submitted herewith as Attachment C. 

Accordingly, in view of the documentary evidence submitted herewith, 
Applicants respectfully request that the Office acknowledge receipt in the present 
application of the certified copies of the foreign priority applications, since the 
certified copies were submitted in the parent application. 

If there are any questions concerning this Request, Office personnel is invited 
to contact Applicants* undersigned representative. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney pc 



Date July 15, 2009 By: /Jonathan R. Bowser/ 

Jonathan R. Bowser 
Registration No. 54574 

P.O. Box 1404 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1404 
703 836 6620 
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Page 1 of 4 




United States FXtent and Trademark Office 



COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 

„ www , uspto. g ov 

| APPLICATION NUMBER | FILING DATE | GRP ART UNIT | FIL FEE REC'D |ATTY.D0CKET.N0 | DRAWINGS | TOT CLAIMS | 1ND CLAIMS \ 



09/691,175 



10/19/2000 



2161 



463 



032668-027 



9 



32 



1 



Ronald L. Grudziecki 

BURNS, DOANE, SWECKER & MATHIS, LLP. 
P.O. Box 1404 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1404 



CONFIRMATION NO. 7048 
FILING RECEIPT 

mm mi ii ii ii ii ii ii i mi mi i ii ii i ii 

*OC000000005684258* 



Date Mailed: 01/17/2001 



Receipt is acknowledged of this nonprovisional Patent Application. It will be considered in its order and you 
will be notified as to the results of the examination. Be sure to provide the U.S APPLICATION NUMBER 
FILING DATE, NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION when inquiring about this application! 
Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection. Please verify the accuracy of the data presented 
on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please write to the Office of Initial Patent 
Examination's Customer Service Center. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the 
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please 
submit any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the PTO processes 
the reply to the Notice, the PTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested 
corrections (if appropriate). 



Applicant(s) 



Daniel I. Flitcroft, Sandycove, IRELAND; 
Graham O'Donnell, Sandycove, IRELAND; 



Continuing Data as Claimed by Applicant 

THIS APPLICATION IS A DIV OF 09/235,836 01/22/1999 
AND CLAIMS BENEFIT OF 60/099,614 09/09/1998 
AND CLAIMS BENEFIT OF 60/098,175 08/26/1998 
AND CLAIMS BENEFIT OF 60/092,500 07/13/1998 

Foreign Applications 

IRELAND S98 0458 06/15/1998 
IRELAND S98 0346 05/07/1998 

IRELAND S98 0223 03/25/1998 ! m 



If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted 01/16/2001 
Projected Publication Date: 
Non-Publication Request: No 
Early Publication Request: No 



ATTACHMENT B 



Patent 

Attorney's Docket No. 032376-008 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Patent Application of 
Daniel I. FLITCROFT et aL 
Application No.: 09/235,836 
Filed: January 22, 1999 



For: CREDIT CARD SYSTEM AND 
METHOD 



Group Art Unit: 2764 
Examiner: M. Kemper 



CLAIM FOR CONVENTION PRIORITY 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

The benefit of the filing date of the following prior foreign applications in the following 
foreign country is hereby requested, and the right of priority provided in 35 U.S. C. § 119 is hereby 
claimed: 

Ireland Patent Application No. S9 80223 
Filed: March 25, 1998 

Ireland Patent Application No. S980346 
Filed: May 7, 1998 

Ireland Patent Application No. S980458 
Filed: June 18, 1998 

In support of this claim, enclosed are certified copies of said prior foreign applications. 
Said prior foreign applications were referred to in the oath or declaration. Acknowledgment of 
receipt of the certified copies is requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date: November 2, 2000 



P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 



Burns, Doane, Swecker & Mathis, l.l.p. 



By: 




Ronald L. Gyddiiecki 
Registration No. 24,970 



(10/00) 




Patents Office 
Government Buildings 
Hebron Road 
Kilkenny 



I HEREBY CERTIFY that annexed hereto is a true copy of 
documents filed in connection with the following patent 
application: 



Application No. 
Date of filing 
Applicants 




S980223 

25 March 1998 

DANIEL IAN FLITCROFT, a British 
Subject of 70 Lower Albert Road, 
Sandycove, County Dublin, Ireland and 
GRAHAM O'DONNELL, an Irish Citizen 
of 5 Lower Albert Road, Sandycove, 
County Dublin, Ireland. 



1H 



II day of October, 2000. 




<^n-oiEeer-^SiDrised by the 
Controller of Patents, Designs and Trademarks. 




Patents Office 
Government Buildings 
Hebron Road 
Kilkenny 



Application No. 



Date of Filing 



Applicant 




I HEREBY CERTIFY that annexed hereto is a true copy of 
documents filed in connection with the following patent 
application: 



S980346 



7 May 1998 




ORBIS PATENTS LIMITED, an Irish Company of 
181 Howth Road, Dublin 3, Ireland. 



day of October, 2000. 




An officer authorised by the 

Controller of Patents, Designs and Trademarks. 




Patents Office 
Government Buildings 
Hebron Road 
Kilkenny 




I HEREBY CERTIFY that annexed hereto is a true copy of 
documents filed in connection with the following patent 
application: 



Application No. S980458 
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UWITEQ STATES DEPARTMEMI" OF GBMME 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address; COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS . 

Washington, D.C. 20231 C 'P^-- 



, APPLICATION NUMBER 



FILING DATErr! 



Jp ' :FIRST NAMED APPLICANT 



Attorney dockKno! ~ 



0 2 1 839 

BURNS ft DANE 'SWECKER & 
POST; OFFICE BOX 1404 
ALE X AN J>R I A V A 223 :L 3 - :i. 



TM02/0:: 
MATH 1 3 L L 



1-0 4 



[< E MPiXAfalNER 



art;P!?jiBB 



B>ATE MAILED: 



PAPER NUMBER 



This is a communication from the examiner in charge of this application. 
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 



4Wv/ 



. NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY 

AM claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included herewith (or 
previously mailed), a Notice Of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the 
initiative of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. X 

El This communication is responsive to / D S %Ct.JU oL L^p fj / / '// o o 



ES The allowed claim(s) is/are J & ~ 3 
E! The drawings filed on U.fzJoO 



0 



0 



- { are acceptable as formal drawings. 

CD Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S,C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

E! All □ Some* □ None of the: 

El Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



AH 



I — I Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the" 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). O^-^- Rcxt*^^r<S^ V^dL 

^Certified copies not received: 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e). 



Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE 

FOR SUBMITTING NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS, OR A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION. This three-month period for complying 
with the REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL is extendable under 37 CFR 1.138(a). 



P 



;he attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION, PTO-152, which discloses that 
ith or declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. \ 



Rill ipt — .1 :a mcia/ r-rvm* 



inment 



ority Document 



ormal Drawings 



A 
a 
/ 



Recorded Assignment returned &y k*iv 
Filed but not received by PTO yet 
~~ Not filed _ 

|/ piled - (Please double check file.) 
___ Not filed 
. W/A 

\/ OK. 

Formal Drawings/Corrections required 

~" N/A 



Small Entity Status claimed, (Confirm that small entity status is still applicable.) 

. . . > i „ M nh^r-i- if HJv^tonnl annlicatton is necessary. 



